
Sunday, 9/30- 26th Sun. in Ord. Time 
Monday, 10/1 
· Rosary Group, Church 8 am 
· RE Grades 1-5, CTK 3:30 pm     
· RE Older Sacraments, CTK 3:30 pm 
Tuesday,  10/2  
· Rosary Group, Church 8 am 
· CC Realtors in Motion, Hall 8 am  
· RE Grades 1-5, CTK 3:30 pm  
Wednesday,  10/3  
· Rosary Group, Church 8 am 
· Scripture Study, Room 5 9:30 am 
· RE Grades 1-5, CTK 3:30 pm     
Thursday,  10/4 
· Rosary Group, Church 8 am   
· Enrichment Mtg, Room 5 9:30 am 
· Choir Rehearsal, Church 7 pm       
Friday,  10/5 
· Rosary Group, Church 8 am   
Saturday, 10/6      
Sunday, 10/7-27th Sun. in Ord. Time 

          Week At A Glance                    Upcoming Mass Intentions            Schedule of Masses 

Monday - Friday: 7:30 am  
 

Saturday:  5:00 pm 
Sunday: 9:30 am 

 
Confessions: 

 Saturday,  4:30 pm 

St. Stephen Parish Office: 939-3826 
               www.saintstephenparish.org   
E-mail:  saintstephenwc@gmail.com 
 
CTK Parish Office:  682-2486 
                www.ctkph.org  
 
Religious Education:  686-1017 

www.ctkreligiouseducation.org 
 

Youth Ministry: 676-0979 
www.ctkym.org 

  
CTK School:  685-1109 

www.ctkschool.org 

Sat 9/29 5 pm - Anna Keeley+ 
Sun 9/30 9:30 am - Suita Moala+               
Mon  10/1 7:30 am -  
Tue 10/2 7:30 am - Sr. Jeanne T.                
                                Haskell+ 
Wed 10/3 7:30 am - Carlos Valencia+ 
Thur 10/4 7:30 am - Kay Muzi+ 
Fri 10/5  7:30 am - Baby Hadil Fadel 
Sat 10/6 5 pm - Manuel & Prudencia 
                          Rodrigues+          
Sun 10/7 9:30 am - Joseph Tavormina      

  St. Stephen Catholic Church     
                                                                                  1101 Keaveny Ct., Walnut Creek, CA  94597  925-939-3826               

Ministers Schedule Oct. 6/7  
Mass                   5 pm              9:30 am 
Lectors:          M. Milan        P. Reno  
 
Communion   P. Walton       J. Jury  
Ministers:       S. Kuka          D. Minister 
                       R. Kuka          L. Veamatahau 
 
Sacristan:                                M. Ah Yee 
 
Altar Servers:  J. Kurpinsky   R. Madeleine        



 Last Saturday the liturgical ministers of our community ! Eucharistic ministers, musicians, ushers, just to name a few - 
gathered together to refocus on their respective ministries. At the end of the gathering, Fr. Paulson and I prayed with all 
the attendees, and re-commissioned them to do their work with faithfulness, sincerity, and zeal. It was an important mo-
ment to recall the varied ways in which God has invited us to participate in His own work, the salvation of humankind. 
 This work is referred to as the "liturgy,# from the Greek, meaning "a public work# (cf. Catechism $1069). Whenever 
the Church comes together to pray, the liturgy takes place. And yet, an important clarification must be made, for, when 
we say "liturgical ministers,# there may be a misunderstanding that only those with a specific task are participating in or 
contributing to the liturgy. This is not so. 
 What we must understand about the liturgy is that it is first and foremost the work of God. In any given liturgical cele-
bration the Paschal Mystery is celebrated, as Christ, the one High Priest, offers prayers to the Father on our behalf, 
through the Holy Spirit. What this means is that God is the "liturgist# or "liturgical minister# par excellance. Yet, due to 
our unity to Christ the High Priest, his prayer has become our prayer as well, which means, we all have an important 
role to play and action to carry out in the liturgy. Even if you are not a cantor or a Eucharistic minister or a priest, you 
are baptized into Christ%s priesthood. Before he was Pope Benedict XVI, Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger wrote about the 
implications of this, saying, "There is only one action, which is at the same time [Christ%s] and ours ! ours because we 
have become 'one body and one spirit% with him. The uniqueness of the Eucharistic liturgy lies precisely in the fact that 
God himself is acting and that we are drawn into that action of God# (174). 
 And what is this "action of God#? On one hand, it is the substantial change of the bread and wine into the Body and 
Blood of Christ through the spoken words of the priest. But there is another important change that Christ wishes to 
bring about, the transformation of our own lives.  In receiving the sacrificial offering of Christ, we become an offering 
with Him to the world. And for this reason, I%d like to offer three reminders to help us refocus on this liturgical role we 
all share. 
 1. At the time of receiving Holy Communion, when the priest or extraordinary minister holds up the Host and pro-
claims, "the Body of Christ,# our response is "Amen.# This does not need to be shouted, but it should be audible to the 
minister. The word "Amen# means, "I believe,# which means we are proclaiming our belief in the transformation of the 
bread and wine into Christ%s Body and Blood, and its power to transform our lives and the world; so say "Amen# boldly 
and proudly. 
 2. Upon receiving Holy Communion, some of us may think that since the high point of the Mass has taken place that 
there is little need to stay. On the contrary, upon receiving the Eucharist we are reminded that we not only have com-
munion with Christ, but with each other. Thus, the GIRM teaches us that the faithful are to "avoid any appearance of 
singularity or division, keeping in mind that they have only one Father in heaven and that hence are all brothers 
or sisters one to the other. Moreover, they are to form one body, whether in hearing the Word of God, or in tak-
ing part in the prayers and in the singing, or above all by the common offering of the Sacrifice and by participat-
ing together at the Lord!s table. This unity is beautifully apparent from the gestures and bodily postures ob-
served together by the faithful" (nos. 95-96). So, take a moment to sit in silence and pray in unity with one another 
during that most intimate moment of Communion, as we move together to the final prayer and blessing. 
 3. Lastly, we call to mind that Mass ends just as it begins, with the sign of the cross, and the priest%s prayer: "the Lord 
be with you.# These are signs of God%s infinite desire to love us and abide with us. The only adequate response to this 
great gift of love is thanksgiving, which is why our response to the priest%s words, "go in peace,# ought to be a resound-
ing, "Thanks be to God*# 
 Thanks be to God indeed, because he has called us to participate in the liturgy, to be recipients and witnesses of His 
love, so that we may go forth to exercise our priestly ministry for others, to share his love with them, and so transform 
the world.                                                                                        God Bless,       Fr. Mario 

Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time September 30, 2018    
Today%s  passage picks it up from 
there. 

  Second Reading: James 5:1-6 
    Today we conclude our series of 
five readings from the letter of James.  
A major concern in this letter is social 
justice.  Today, the author delivers a 
blistering attack, reminiscent of some 
of the Old Testament prophets. 

First Reading: Numbers 11:25-29 
    The book of Numbers describes the 
wanderings of the Jewish people in 
the Sinai Desert.  Earlier in the book, 
Moses had complained to God about 
the difficulties in governing so  many 
people.  In response, God had di-
rected Moses to gather 70 elders 
around the meeting tent to receive a 
share in the administrative burdens.  

PARISH STAFF CONTACTS 
Fr. Paulson Mundanmani               682-2486 
      paulson.ctk@gmail.com 
Fr. Mario Rizzo                              682-2486 
      frmario@ctkph.org                
Fr. Brian Timoney                          682-2486  
Deacon John       jashmore1108@gmail.com 
Annette Roux, Interim Pastoral Associate 
                          3gizzymo3@gmail.com 
Chris Lang, Bulletin Information   939-2430                      
Maria Calderazzo, Music Director 
Sr. Dominic Bonnici OP                682-2486 
     sisterdominic.marie@gmail.com 
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Mission Statement:  To Live and to Love in Christ 

All men are invited to join us for a 
Men!s Evening of Recollection on 
Thurs., Oct. 11, 6:30 - 9 pm.     Fr. 
Paulson is presenting on "Living an 
Undivided Life#.   
Women!s Day of Reflection on Sat-
urday, October 13; begins with 8 am 
Mass and concludes at 12 pm.  Topics 
include, "How Can We Take Heart 
Once More?# and "The Daily Examen 
~ a technique of prayerful reflection 
in order to detect God%s presence#. 
Both events in the CTK parish hall.  

From your Interim Pastoral Associ-
ate:  Jesus went through all their 
towns proclaiming good news...and 
making people well.! - Matthew 9:35. 
The truth about human beings is that 
we%re broken.  The larger truth is that 
we heal.  The even larger truth is that 
we heal each other.  We have the 
power, often by the simplest of acts, 
to help each other heal.  The gospels% 
most vivid stories are about healing.  
We call them 'miracles%, and they are, 
but not just because the lame walk, 
the blind see, and the deaf hear.  It%s 
the way those things happen, so close, 
so human.  Jesus lifts people to their 
feet, applies salve to their eyes, places 
his hand on their ears.  The real mira-
cle isn%t the healing.  The miracle is 
that one person decides not to stand 
aloof from another person%s pain.  
The wonder isn%t that people are 
healed, it%s that they<re loved.  The 
greatest need we have is to be treated 
with care, treated like human beings. 
We say, "If you have your health, you 
have everything#.  That%s not true. 
Some people aren%t healthy, but that 
have something many healthy people 
would gladly trade for - people who 
pray for them, accompany them, who 
don%t forget them, a circle of care.  In 
such circles, even people facing death 
may experience a kind of healing, 
even the dying find the blessing of 
life.  Jesus showed us a new kind of 
life that can be ours when we don%t 
retreat into one-person worlds.  He 
gathered the church as a circle of care 
to give that new life away, hand to 
hand, heart to heart, suffering body to 
suffering body.  It%s how we heal - by 
the company we keep.  Prayer:  En-
circle us with care, merciful Jesus, 
and make the church a healer, good 
company for the world. 
         - Annette Roux  

All Catholics in the Oakland diocese 
are invited to learn how the Arch-
bishop of Denver, Samuel Aquila, is 
building a strong lay apostolate 
movement.  This free program is 
brought by Catholics at Work and 
takes place on Mon., Oct. 8 at 7 pm at 
St. Raymond%s Church in Dublin.  No 
charge, free will offering is appreciat-
ed. Please pre-register at catholicsat-
work.com.      

Be an informed voter.  Pros and 
Cons of the 11 State ballot measures 
on the Nov. 6 ballot will be presented 
Monday, Oct. 15 at 7 pm in the parish 
hall at Christ the King.  All are invit-
ed and encouraged to bring a guest.  
No cost.  Presentation by the League 
of Women Voters.  Sponsored by 
Faith in Action.  Questions?  Contact 
animo3@pacbell.net.  

With the start of Fall, we are seeing 
changes all around us - and not just 
in the Autumn colors.  Now that our 
St. Stephen office staff has moved on, 
our bulletin is being put together and 
sent to press by Christ the King staff.  
While there is  a new look to the bul-
letin, feel free to speak up if you have 
any suggestions as to how you think it 
should look and what you would like 
to see in our bulletin.  This change is 
an ongoing process.  Chris Lang will 
be our St. Stephen liaison with the 
CTK staff and will be collecting St. 
Stephen specific events, calendar up-
dates and changes.  Contact Chris 
(939-2430) with anything you need 
added to the bulletin and with any 
comments and questions you might 
have.  Please have any items to her by 
Monday morning for the following 
week%s bulletin.  

St. Vincent de Paul 2018 Summary 
Thank you to all St. Stephen parish-
ioners for your support and donations 
you provided to the SVdP Conference 
during the past year.  Your generosity 
enabled us to respond to the needy in 
the following areas: 
Visits to the needy                      40 
Pantry food given to needy  =1600.00 
Vouchers for supplemental  
              food for the needy   =1850.00 
Contributions to parish  
              SVdP conference    =1500.00 
Donatons to SVdP for victims  
              of natural disasters  =1500.00 
Contributions to local SVdP  
              store for fire assist  =1000.00 
Please continue to remember us in 
your prayers and support as the need 
continues throughout the entire year.   
Thank you.   

Save the Date#  St. Stephen is having 
a Ministry Fair on Sunday, October 
21, right after the 9:30 am Mass.  
Plan on coming and seeing how you 
can help keep our parish running 
smoothly.  

This weekend our second collection 
benefits our St. Vincent de Paul 
Ministry  here at St. Stephen. Thank 
you for your continued generosity.     

RCIA, the Rite of Christian Initia-
tion for Adults , has begun, but there 
is still time to join. If you are, or 
know someone who is, non-baptized, 
a Baptized non-catholic, or a Catholic 
who has not completed the Sacra-
ments of Initiation, and are seeking 
full initiation into the Church, please 
email Fr. Mario. RCIA meets on 
Thursdays at 7pm in the School<s Me-
dia Center.  frmario@gmail.com. 

Parish Stewardship Sept. 22/23 
Sunday collection               =3,341.84 
Flowers                               =     25.00 
Maintenance                       =     35.00 
Mass Stipend                      =     50.00 
Catholic Voice                    =     25.00 
Priests Retirement               =     50.00   
Donuts                                 =     56.56 
Thank you*    


