St. Stephen Catholic Church
Walnut Creek, California
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday, July 15, 2018

PARISH OFFICE HOURS:

TODAY’S READINGS:

Monday--Thursday 8:30 AM--4:30 PM
Office closed daily for lunch. Office closed on Friday.

First Reading — Amos said, “The LORD took me from following
the flock, and said to me, Go, prophesy to my people” (Amos
7:12-15).
Psalm — Lord, let us see your kindness, and grant us your
salvation (Psalm 85).
Second Reading — The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing (Ephesians
1:3-14 [3-10]).
Gospel — Jesus summoned the Twelve and began to send them
out two by two (Mark 6:7-13).

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Parish Office
and Mailing Address:

525 Madonna Lane
Walnut Creek, CA 94597

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Church Location:

1101 Keaveny Ct, Walnut Creek

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Telephone:
Fax:
Office Email:
Administrator Email:

925-939-3826
925-988-0417
SaintStephenWC@gmail.com
paulson.ctk@gmail.com

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

PARISH CLERGY:

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Is 1:10-17; Ps 50:8-9, 16bc-17, 21, 23;
Mt 10:34 — 11:1
Tuesday:
Is 7:1-9; Ps 48:2-8; Mt 11:20-24
FR. BRIAN TIMONEY
FR. VINCE COTTER
Wednesday: Is 10:5-7, 13b-16; Ps 94:5-10, 14-15;
Assisting Clergy
Assisting Clergy
Mt 11:25-27
Is
26:7-9, 12, 16-19; Ps 102:13-14ab, 15-21;
Thursday:
PARISH OFFICE STAFF:
Mt 11:28-30
ANNETTE ROUX
MARY COOK
Friday:
Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8; Is 38:10-12abcd, 16;
Pastoral Associate
Office Manager
Mt 12:1-8
Mi 2:1-5; Ps 10:1-4, 7-8, 14; Mt 12:14-21
NANCY GIZDICH
MARIA CALDERAZZO Saturday:
Jer 23:1-6; Ps 23:1-6; Eph 2:13-18; Mk 6:30-34
Bookkeeper
Director of Music Ministry Sunday:
FR. PAULSON MUNDANMANI
Parochial Administrator

FR. MARIO RIZZO
Parochial Vicar

Monday:

FROM THE DESK OF THE
PAROCHIAL ADMINISTRATOR
Dear Friends,

LITURGY SCHEDULE:
Saturday:
5:00 PM
Sunday:
9:30 AM
Weekdays:
7:30 AM
Holy Days:
7:30 AM and 7:00 PM
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

RECONCILIATION :
Saturday:
4:00 PM
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

BAPTISMS :
Registration is mandatory two months
prior to Baptism. Parents and Godparents are required to
attend a mandatory preparation class before Baptism.
MARRIAGES : A minimum of six (6) months advance
notice is required. The parish must be contacted before any
specific arrangement are made or dates are set.
FUNERALS : We recommend using Catholic Funeral and
Cemetery Services / Queen of Heaven Cemetery at 925-9320900. A representative from CFCS will contact the parish
office to make your arrangements.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

REGISTRATION : New parishioners may contact the
office or ask an usher for a registration form. Welcome.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

MISSION STATEMENT: To Live and to Love in Christ
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

WELCOME visitors and friends. We open our hearts
and offer our hands to you in Christian fellowship worshipping
with our community. We invite you to join our parish
membership..
The axe forgets; the tree remembers. African Proverb
KEEP IN TOUCH WITH
FR. HELMUT RICHTER
papahelmut@yahoo.com
FR. MARK AMARAL
markamaral42@gmail.com

MASS INTENTIONS
SAT

7/14 5:00 Ed and Blanche Pippo †

SUN

7/15 9:30 Joy Hall †

MON 7/16 7:30 Joseph Salerno †
TUE 7/17 7:30 Dee Brandt †
WED 7/18 7:30 Vilma Costa †
THU 7/19 7:30 Baby Josephine Vierra †
FRI

7/20 7:30 David Rose †

SAT

7/21 5:00 John Schill †

SUN 7/22 9:30 Theresa Luedtke †

I would like to thank you for welcoming us
priests from Christ the King to minister to
you. You have been very hospitable and understanding. Together, we shall move forward in the spirit and
wisdom of Jesus who is our Master. Fr. Brian Timoney has left
for Ireland this week for a month of vacation. I will be joining
him at the end of the month for a tour of Ireland. Fr. Donie
O’Connor, from England will be joining our team for a month
this week and he will also be assisting with Masses at St.
Stephens. Fr. Donie is well known to the folks at CTK as he
served there as an associate for a couple of years. Fr. Mario
Rizzo has been doing real well adjusting to parish life and
ministry after years of formation in the seminary. We are so
happy that he is with us.
At a Mass commemorating the fifth anniversary of his trip
to Lampedusa, Pope Francis called on Catholics to speak out in
the face of injustice toward migrants. “The Lord promises
refreshment and freedom to all the oppressed of our world,
but he needs us to fulfill his promise . . .He needs our voice to
protest the injustices committed thanks to the silence, often
complicit, of so many,” said Pope Francis in his homily at the
July 6th Mass for Migrants. According to Francis, the silence is
multifaceted. He spoke of “the silence that thinks ‘it has always
been done this way’” and “the silence of ‘us’ as opposed to
‘you’” among the “many silences.” According to him, the only
reasonable response is one of solidarity and mercy. Let us
continue to keep our brothers and sisters at the borders in our
prayers, for a peaceful and joyous resolution to their problems.
Recently Bishop Michael Curry, who shot into prominence
for his speech at Prince Harry and Meghan Markle’s wedding,
and his colleagues signed a letter that has become the voice of
Christians in these challenging times in our history. I would like
to share with you a few statements from that letter.

WE ARE DEEPLY CONCERNED for the soul of our
nation, but also for our churches and the integrity of our faith.
The present crisis calls us to go deeper—deeper into our
relationship to God; deeper into our relationships with each
other, especially across racial, ethnic, and national lines; deeper
into our relationships with the most vulnerable, who are at
greatest risk. The church is always subject to temptations to
power, to cultural conformity, and to racial, class, and gender
divides, as Galatians 3:28 teaches us. But our answer is to be
“in Christ,” and to “not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may
discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable,
and perfect.” (Romans 12:1-2)
The best response to our political, material, cultural, racial,
or national idolatries is the First Commandment: “You shall
have no other gods before me” (Exodus 20:3). Jesus summarizes the Greatest Commandment: “You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, your soul, and your mind. This is the
first commandment. And the second is like unto it. You shall
love your neighbor as yourself. On these commandments hang
all the law and the prophets” (Matthew 22:38). As to loving our
neighbors, we would add “no exceptions.”
—Fr. Paulson Mundanmani

WEEK-AT-A-GLANCE
Sunday 7/15

15th Sunday in Ordinary Time

Monday 7/16
8:00 AM
8:30 AM

St. Carmen, pray for us.
CH
Rosary Group
RC
Counters

Tuesday 7/17 St. Hyacinth, pray for us.
8:00 AM
CH
Rosary Group
8:00 AM
PH
Contra Costa Realtors in Motion
12:00 PM
PH
Card & Game Party
Wednesday 7/18 St. Camillus de Lellis, pray for us.
8:00 AM
CH
Rosary Group
9:30 AM
R5
Scripture Study
Thursday 7/19 St. Jerome, pray for us.
8:00 AM
CH
Rosary Group
9:30 AM
R5
Enrichment Meeting
Friday 7/20
St. Margaret of Antioch, pray for us.
8:00 AM
CH
Rosary Group

PARISH STEWARDSHIP
JULY 1, 2018

CONTRIBUTIONS

Sunday Collection
Hospitality
Maintenance
Peter’s Pence/Holy Father

JULY 8, 2018

$3,554.72
$ 51.00
$ 71.00
$ 296.00

CONTRIBUTIONS

Sunday Collection
$2,973.00
Farewell Donations
$ 50.00
Hospitality
$ 31.00
Maintenance
$ 110.00
Peter’s Pence/Holy Father
$ 50.00
Thank you to those contributing to the Farewell expenses.
Thank you! Your contributions are greatly appreciated.
REMEMBER ST. STEPHEN PARISH IN YOUR WILL & LIVING TRUST

Parish Office Closed

ST. STEPHEN PARISH
Scripture Study
Wednesdays, JUL 18, then
AUG 8 through DEC 12
@ 9:30 AM in Room 5

Saturday 7/21 St. Larence, pray for us.
4:00 PM
CH
Reconciliation
Sunday 7/22 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time
CH = Church . PH = Parish Hall . RC = Rectory . R# = Room

FROM THE OFFICE OF FAITH FORMATION

Northern California Kickoff for Catholic
Youth & Young Adult Ministry

"The Lord said to [Moses], ‘Enough from you! Never speak to
me of this matter again! Go up to the top of Pisgah and look
around you to the west, to the north, to the south, and to the
east. Look well, for you shall not cross over this Jordan." Deuteronomy 3:26-27

SAT. SEP. 15. 9am to 9pm @ Six Flags
Discovery Kingdom, Vallejo
tickets & info: www.onfirenorcal.com

As we get older, we find ourselves sometimes hyper-aware
of the narrowing of possibilities for our future. It's not popular
to say, but it's true: as time goes by, so do certain possibilities
for what you're going to accomplish in your life. You make
some choices that actively close doors that aren't likely to
open again; other doors just sort of slowly swing shut on their
own when you aren't looking. Of course, you might still
become famous for doing that thing that only people half your
age are supposed to be able to do, but . . . probably not. One
way to look at this is as a narrowing, a series of no's closing in
on either side of you. Another way to look at it, though, is as
a deepening. The universe of possible yeses shrinks for each of
us as time goes on . . . but that just makes time for us to dwell
in the yeses we do have more fully. Now that it's (probably)
too late for you to become President, you can spend more
time in the garden, become your town's rose expert. Now that
becoming a doctor and curing cancer is (most likely) off the
table, you can spend more time with your kids, really find out
what makes them tick. Your real world yeses may be more
mundane than your old dreamy no's, but that doesn't mean
they don't contain deep worlds of challenge and delight. It is
not given to you to do everything. It is not even given to you
to do most things. But the things that have been given to you?
Do them like you're parting the Red Sea. Do them like you're
bringing water from a rock to save a people. Do them like
they've been handed to you from a column of fire and smoke
on a mountaintop. Because there's a fair chance they have been.

Prayer: God, let me walk through the doors still open to me
with grace and faithfulness. And if any have been shut to me
unjustly or against your will, give me the power to kick them
—Annette Roux, Pastoral Associate
down. Amen.

nor-cal-jam-2018
BRIDGE & GAME PARTY
Please come & join in at St. Stephen
Parish Hall on Tuesday, July 17th at
noon for an afternoon of games
(bridge, dominoes, Rummikub, etc.).
This is a chance to socialize with
your fellow parishioners. All are
welcome. Please bring a sandwich
for lunch. Beverages and snacks will
be provided. Call Walter Lang at
939-2430 if you have any questions.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
All are invited to a Mass Welcoming Fr. Mario Rizzo and
new CTK Principal, Joe Silveira @ Christ the King
Sunday, August 26 at 12:15 PM Mass followed by reception

MINISTERS SAT/SUN JUL 21/22
MASS:

5 PM

9:30 AM

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————
-

LECTORS

C. Pluta

P. Reno

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

MINISTERS OF
COMMUNION

F. McCormick*
S. Kuca
S. Karges

M. Lenahan*
Veamatahau
P. Dempsey
M. Ah Yee

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

SACRISTAN

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

ALTAR SERVERS:

R. Kuca

M. Reno

——————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————

COUNTERS:
MON 7/16
MON 7/23

J. Stark
K. Coyne

P. Walton
P. Dempsey

